†In 1997, national protocols for the detection of VTEC in England were amended so that fecal specimens from all patients with symptoms of gastrointestinal infection, including mild diarrhea, were tested for VTEC. Before this time, specimens from persons with HUS or hemorrhagic colitis only were tested, which accounts for the apparent increase in outbreaks reported after 1996. ‡Data on cases of HUS as reported on 1) laboratory referral forms; 2) within published outbreak investigation reports, and 3) from the National Enhanced Surveillance System for VTEC in England (for 2009-2013). These data have not been collected systematically and will underestimate the true number of HUS cases and should be interpreted with caution. §Implicated vehicles are those reported in the surveillance systems and/or publications described. Varying levels of evidence will have been available in different investigations. Data presented here reflect the conclusions of the outbreak investigations.
